
MODERN SOUTHERN FICTION 
 

Did you enjoy Kathryn Stockett’s The Help?  Already read Southern classics like William Faulkner, Walker Percy, 

Robert Penn Warren, Katherine Anne Porter, and Flannery O’Connor?  Check out these titles, compiled from lists 

created by the Boston Public Library, www.orembigread.org, the Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg 

County, and www.ageefilms.org. 

 

 

Bastard out of Carolina by Dorothy Allison 

What You Have Left by Will Allison 

Devil’s Dream by Madison Smartt Bell 

Andy Catlett: Early Travels by Wendell Berry  

A Miracle of Catfish by Larry Brown 

Six of One by Rita Mae Brown 

Jesus Out to Sea by James Lee Burke 

Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Anne Burns 

Requiem by Fire by Wayne Caldwell 

Farewell I’m Bound to Leave You by Fred Chappell  

Savage Lands by Clare Clark 

South of Broad by Pat Conroy 

Celebration by Harry Crews 

Deep in the Shade of Paradise by John Dufresne 

Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle-Stop Café by Fannie Flagg 

The Land of Mango Sunsets by Dorothea Benton Frank 

The Garden Angel by Mindy Friddle 

A Lesson before Dying by Ernest Gaines 

The Missing by Tim Gautreaux 

Divining Women by Kaye Gibbons 

A Dangerous Age by Ellen Gilchrist 

Unfinished Desires by Gail Godwin 

Slow Way Back by Judy Goldman 

Roadwalkers by Shirley Ann Grau  

The Practical Heart by Allan Gurganus 

High Lonesome by Barry Hannah 

The Last Child by John Hart 

Saving CeeCee Honeycutt by Beth Hoffman 

The Secret Lives of the Kudzu Debutantes by Cathy Holton 

Nowhere Else on Earth by Josephine Humphreys 

Captain Saturday by Robert Inman 



The Girl who Stopped Swimming by Joshilyn Jackson 

Every Good and Perfect Gift by Brenda Jernigan 

The Sweet By and By by Todd Johnson  

All Aunt Hagar’s Children by Edward P. Jones 

The Runaway by Terry Kay 

Same Sweet Girls by Cassandra King 

The Pajama Girls of Lambert Square by Rosina Lippi 

The Millionaires by Inman Majors 

The Bridge by Doug Marlette 

Atomic Romance by Bobbie Ann Mason  

Suttree by Cormac McCarthy  

Carolina Moon by Jill McCorkle 

Last Light over Carolina by Mary Alice Monroe 

Taps by Willie Morris  

The Bingo Queens of Paradise by June Park 

The Good Priest’s Son by Reynolds Price 

The Sweet In-Between by Sheri Reynolds 

The Woodsman’s Daughter by Gwyn Hyman Rubio 

Cypress Grove by James Sallis 

Her Own Place by Dori Sanders 

In the Hope of Rising Again by Helen Scully 

The Fortune Teller's Daughter by Lila Shaara 

The Minotaur Takes a Cigarette Break by Steven Sherrill 

Sweetwater Creek by Anne Rivers Siddons 

The Last Girls by Lee Smith 

The Southern Woman by Elizabeth Spencer  

Fireworks over Toccoa by Jeffrey Stepakoff 

A Tidewater Morning by William Styron  

Noah’s Compass by Anne Tyler 

The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

Seek the Living by Ashley Warlick 

The Heaven of Mercury by Brad Watson 

Little Altars Everywhere by Rebecca Wells 

She Flew the Coop by Michael Lee West 

Learning to Breathe by Karen White 

Anthill by E.O. Wilson 


